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FILE TYPES EXPLAINED

File Formats
JPG 

Joint Photographic 
Experts Group

GIF 
Graphics Interchange 

Format

PNG 
Portable Network 

Graphic

TIFF  
Tagged Image  

File Format

PDF  
Portable Document 

Format

PSD 
Photoshop 
Document

EPS 
Encapsulated 

Postscript

AI 
Adobe Illustrator 

Native File

INDD 
Adobe InDesign  

Document

SVG 
Scaleable Vector 

Graphic

Most popular format; 
lossy quality due 
to compression for 
smaller file size, 
good for sharing

Lossless format; 
supports animated 
and static images; for 
web use or on screen

Lossless, compressed; 
easy storage, good 
for web/sharing; 
allows for transparent 
background

Large files; used to 
store original images 
or artwork without 
quality loss

 
Ease of file sharing; 
cross-platform 
compatible; free 
reader available for 
viewing

 
Used in design to edit 
or manipulate photos, 
graphics or for digital 
/ website design

 
Can contain vector 
art, images and text. 
Used to create word 
marks or large-scale 
artwork

native files; used to 
create vector art that 
is scaleable without 
quality loss.

used to create page 
layouts for print that 
contains images, ob-
jects, photos and text

file format used for 
web design and 
high quality vector 
artwork.

Print

Web

Editable

Sharing

Scaleable

Animation

Lossless

Pros

small file size

widely supported

RGB color space

small file size 

good for simple 
animations/videos

widely accepted

lossless quality

transparent 
background

lossless, high quality 
image

widely compatible

easily shared

downloadable

printable

lossless

supports layers

editable*

scale to any size 
without quality loss

ideal for printing

scale to any size 
without quality loss if 
vector

ideal for printing

editable*

For creating high end 
collateral for print

editable*

great for web 
graphics like logos, 
illustrations, and 
charts

Cons

lossy compression

not good for text

web use only

limited to 256 colors

web use only

RGB color space only

large file sizes

not for web use

requires software to 
edit

requires software to 
edit

large file size

requires software to 
edit

requires software to 
edit

requires software to 
edit

Only modern 
browsers can 
support SVG images

vector format; not 
for use with photos
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COLOR SPACES EXPLAINED


